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From the Acting Director
I write looking out
of the window at
trees in the northern
suburbs of Sydney.
The season is slowly
changing from
summer to autumn.
In some cities the
change of seasons
is quick, with a
distinct drop in temperature and many leaves
changing colour, all at the same time. In
other places the changes are more subtle,
reflecting the different climate and the
types of trees that are common to that the
area. In much of southern Australia Lent is
associated with the end of summer. In the
north of Australia Lent marks the end of the
wet season. Indigenous Australians mark five
or six seasons depending on the regions in
which they live. Indigenous calendars mark
the seasons by changes in plants or changes in
animal behaviour.
The number of seasons there are and
how we mark their change is dependent
on who we are and where we live. That
is except for our religious seasons. Lent
and Easter are the best known of these
seasons. It is during Lent that adults who
are preparing to join the Catholic Church
at Easter engage in an extended period
of prayerful reflection and fasting. At the
Easter Vigil, candidates and catechumens
accept the extraordinary gifts of Baptism,
Holy Communion and Confirmation. As
we fast and abstain during Lent, we do so
in solidarity with the Catechumens. As we
bring to mind those preparing to enter
the Church we are invited to thank God
for our Yes to God’s invitation for us to be
members of the Catholic Church.

The Catholic Enquiry Centre is grounded
in the simple belief that it is better to be a
Catholic than it is be anything other than
a Catholic. It is this vision that spurs us in
our missionary work in Australia. With a
keen eye to wisely use the gifts that you
give to the Catholic Enquiry Centre, we
are constantly searching for cost-effective
ways to promote the Catholic faith. With
the assistance of a specialist from the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, as
a team, we recently engaged in a strategic
planning day. Results of that day included
new concrete proposals for promotion and
a new enthusiasm for mission. See “From
the Projects Desk” for some details.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre has as its
clear mission the spreading of the gospel
through words and images. Our brothers
and sisters at Caritas Australia give witness
to the gospel of Jesus Christ in works of aid
and development. For reasons best known
to itself, successive Australian governments
have drastically cut back on funding for
overseas aid projects. These cut backs
have had a devastating impact on Caritas
and its ability to do its work with the
poorest of the poor. During this Lent you
are also invited to keep Caritas in mind by
supporting “Project Compassion”.
Yours sincerely in Christ

Dr John Francis Collins
Acting Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

PROU DLY SU PPOR T E D B Y

FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
YYour donation helps to provide
a copy of Call and Response: An
Introduction to the Catholic Faith
for someone who has indicated
that they want to know more
about Jesus Christ and his Church.
We thank you for your ongoing
support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who
receive the information on the
Catholic faith. Sharing the gift of
faith is the best gift you can give.
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Spirit Festival” in Sydney. This will be a trial,
and if successful, we will look at other states
in the future. We have taken a booth at the
Festival during 28-31 May. We are sharing
the booth with the Carmelite Retreat Centre
Varroville NSW and Catholic Renewal and
Evangelisation Diocesan Office (CREDO)
Archdiocese of Sydney.

With the Christmas
Ausvagelist, you
received a couple of
bookmarks. I hope that
you were able to pass
yours on to someone
who appreciated it. In
January we distributed
100’s of these
bookmarks to around 250 chaplaincies and
groups across Australia who are involved in
face-to face evangelisation. As a result we have
received requests from across four states from
individuals waiting to know more about the
Catholic Faith. Some groups have requested
additional bookmarks. This has been a good

thing to try a different way of connecting
by personal invitation to those who are not
Catholic but interested to know more. We are
encouraged by the response we have received
to this project. We also continue to connect
with enquirers via Facebook and our Google
advertising campaigns. As you know we are
only able to continue this work because of the
generosity of our donors who help to cover
the cost of giving freely to enquirers a copy of
“Call and Response: An Introduction to the
Catholic Faith.”

FOR PARISHES

FOR SCHOOLS

YOUR WILL

AA Good Friday Resource for parishes.
The original version of “No Greater Love
- Stations of the Cross” has been used
effectively in parishes for many years. It has
been reproduced in response to requests
from parishes. Three powerpoint and two
PDF versions of “No Greater Love - Stations
of the Cross” have been created. These
may be freely downloaded from the CEC
website for parish use. Each can be used
separately or by combining a powerpoint
and PDF resource.

Statistics show that a significant number of
students attending Catholic Schools have
at least one parent who is not Catholic.
Would you know what resource to suggest
to parents who may want to know more
about the faith their children are Baptised
into and the faith underpinning the school
they attend? The Catholic Enquiry Centre
has a resource that can provide knowledge
and understanding of the Catholic Faith
- Call and Response: An Introduction to the
Catholic Faith. It covers a broad range of
topics about the Catholic Faith. It is written
in a style that makes for easy reading and
is perfect those who want to know more
about the Catholic Faith.

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from
the generosity of many of our donors and
supporters, even after they are no longer able
to contribute on a regular basis. Those who
have died and left a bequest to the Catholic
Enquiry Centre give a gift which keeps on
giving.

Visit www.catholicenquiry.com to
download these resources this Good
Friday.

In that same spirit of always looking for new
ways of spreading the word, this year, we will
attend for the first time the “Mind, Body

The Christmas break gave us all a chance
to renew but we returned to find our email
boxes full of questions about Catholic faith
and life. Thank you for your continuing
prayer and financial support as we prepare to
celebrate Easter Sunday.
Jan O’Donoghue

After meeting all ordinary obligations in
your Will, you may consider a bequest
supporting the Catholic evangelisation of
our nation. The Catholic Enquiry Centre can
supply a form of words for such an intention
to your legal advisors.

To order a copy of Call and Response, visit
our website, www.catholicenquiry.com or
call us on 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484).

FR JOHN FAHEY DSO –
WWI MILITARY CHAPLAIN
During this 100th Anniversary of the landing
at Gallipoli we remember and reflect on the
work of Catholic Chaplains at the front. In
particular we look at Fr John Fahey.
John Fahey was born in Ireland on 3 October
1883. He was ordained in 1907 and not long
after this he arrived in Perth.
He joined the Australian Imperial Force on 8
September 1914.
He was assigned to the 11th battalion and was
the first chaplain to go ashore at Gallipoli on
25 April 1915, disregarding the order to stay
on the ship, asserting his duty to go with his
men.

His work, consoling the wounded, burying
the dead and encouraging the living, was
widely appreciated and he became a very
popular figure.
He was evacuated, due to illness in November
1915, but rejoined the battalion in Egypt
before being transferred to France in 1916. He
was mentioned in despatches and awarded the
“Distinguished Service Order” for “gallantry
under fire”.
About the soldiers he ministered to he
reflected that “the more I knew them, the
more I loved them ..... their bravery has been
written in deeds that will live to the end of
the world”.
Fr Fahey was the longest serving front-line
chaplain of any denomination.

He returned to Australia in March 1918
where he resumed pastoral duties in various
Perth parishes until his death in 1959. He
was a faithful pastor, kept up his AIF contacts
and occupied a number of minor diocesan
positions. He died at the St John of God
Hospital in Subiaco on 28 April 1959 and is
buried in Karrakatta cemetery. About 2000
people attended his funeral.
Well done, good and faithful servant!
They shall not grow old as we that are left
grow old. Age shall not weary them, not the
years condemn. At the going down of the
sun, and in the morning, we will remember
them. Lest we forget.
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Orders

Your Support

BOOKS
Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith
"Food for Life" Catholic Mission Cook Book
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16.50

TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA

25.00

I enclose
My donation cheque for $

MULTIMEDIA
Christ Bearers - Understanding Baptism (DVD)
Hearing God’s Call:An Audio Introduction to the Catholic
Faith - 4 disk set with 30 sessions of 10 minute duration (CD)
Pope Benedict's Encyclical - God Is Love Deus Caritas Est (CD)
The Mass - Images of Catholic Life (CD)

Name:

32.95
44.00
24.20
32.95

PAMPHLETS
About the Catholic Faith
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Marriage

0.25 ea
0.25 ea
0.25 ea

To place your order, call 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484) or
visit www.catholicenquiry.com to download an order form or
order online.

Address:

State/Territory:

P/code:

Email:

or please debit my
Card type:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 415, Crows Nest
NSW 1585 Australia

