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From the Director
This is not your
typical Easter
edition message.
It was written in
the midst of Lent,
as the weather
begins to cool, the
nights lengthen,
and the leaves
turn. It is probably
my favourite time of year. As someone not
brought up with heat, it signals we are at
the furthest point from when it will start to
get really hot again. I think of it as a time
of respite before having to hunker down
once more for the long, hot summer.
Not everyone relates to the cooler seasons
this way. I recall a colleague describing a
hot summer’s day as ‘another beautiful
day’. I was slightly incredulous. At the
time bushfires were raging, the elderly
and the young were instructed about the
perils of dehydration, and people were
being reminded to cover up because of
the danger of skin cancer. One person’s
‘beautiful day’ is another person’s
nightmare.
Why do I mention this? Because, as the
Church in Australia, we stand on the cusp
of either a beautiful day or a nightmare.
Which it will be is up to us. In this I am
reminded of a favourite event from the life
of Jesus. I think of it as being an Easter
story, although not of the typical variety.
You recall the scene. Jesus is walking
across the water towards the disciples.
They are frightened. Jesus is confident.
Peter borrows Jesus’s confidence and gets
out of the boat. He loses the confidence
he has borrowed and begins to drown.
Jesus rescues him. In a sense Peter dies
and then, through Jesus, is raised back to
life. Is it a harrowing event or a beautiful
one? Perhaps it is both.
To understand this story we need first
to understand that the Scriptures are
primarily a revelation of who God is and
who we are called to be in response to
God. Through stories and events, songs
and proverbs, letters and parables, the
Holy Spirit of God is seeking to teach us
about God and about ourselves.
So what might the walking on the water
reveal to us? Think of the boat. Think of
the security it brings and the sense of

being safe from the deep that it instils.
Then recognise that in this story Jesus
is not in the boat. He is present, he is
coming towards us, but he is not sitting
with us in our place of safety. Instead, he
is standing away from us, challenging our
assumptions about where he is and about
where we should be.
As individuals and as a Church we are
often called to abandon our sources
of comfort, to take the trek across the
unknown towards the one who alone
can sustain us. For many Catholics,
and also for many others, faith in the
Church as an institution is waning. For
some this is a nightmare. For others it
is an awakening to the realisation that
our faith isn’t primarily in the Church,
but in its teachings and in the message
that the Church exists to proclaim: that
each human being is loved by God and
precious in his sight, and that we are
saved by the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus. It is Peter’s faith in Jesus, as
shaky as it was, that turned the nightmare
into something beautiful.
Thank you for your ongoing support of
the work of this agency. Your prayer and
financial support helps us in our mission
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.
Happy Easter!

Shane Dwyer
Director
National Centre for Evangelisation (NCE) |
Catholic Enquiry Centre
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FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.
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Mission Projects
We recently launched
our newest resource,
Discovering Prayer:
A 30 day prayer journey
of encountering
God, and love. It
complements Call
and Response: An Introduction to the
Catholic Faith. These two books respond
to the need to be able to help enquirers
about the faith with something that
touches both the head and the heart.
The prayer book is beautifully designed
and its language and themes are quite
accessible.
Through the generosity of our donors
we will be able to provide this book for
free to people who want to know more
about the faith. We encourage people to

KATE
MCMANUSGREEN
St Gregory’s
Parish,
Queanbeyan

Whether it be
Eucharistic
minister on Sundays, at the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC), or being Religious
Education Coordinator (REC) Kate says
that she is always evangelising through
the person she is, with what she says,
and what she does.
It all started with teaching at the primary
school. Years later, when as REC she
became the link between the school and
parish, she was invited to join the parish

purchase it, either for themselves or to
give to friends. For just $3 (plus p & h) it
is a gentle and non-confrontationist way
to propose your faith to others. You might
like to consider purchasing a small supply
for yourself, and give them to people you
come across who might have the first
spiritual yearnings, or who simply need
some encouragement in their prayer life.
Purchase online from www.catholic.org.au
(go to the bottom of the screen and look
for the shopping trolley).
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hard to take. However, we try to see this
as an opportunity to offer the truth of our
Catholic faith in a pastorally sensitive
manner. If you are a Facebook fan, please
look us up at ‘Evangelise Australia’ and
‘Catholic Enquiry Centre’.
With every blessing for Easter

Sharon Brewer
Mission Coordinator

You may be aware that one of the aims of
the Catholic Enquiry Centre is to reach out
to people through secular media. Over
the last few months we have stepped
up our outreach through Facebook. Now
this form of social media might not be
everyone’s cup of tea, but here at the CEC
we believe it is the market place where we
need to be. Sometimes the harsh criticism
posted by some of our readers can be
group at the Proclaim Conference. Going
with a group was energising, and parish
delegates realised what was missing from
their parish – really knowing and valuing
each other, and the need to get their
music ministry right.

‘information sessions’ there are ‘faith
formation’ sessions to assist parents in
understanding what their children are
celebrating. Teachers also have special
days to reflect on the sacraments in their
own lives.

Evangelising is reaching out to everyone
with the Good News

When she is doing her work she is
thinking: “this is good”, “we’re here for
one another”, just as Jesus ministered to
the people, so I’m ministering.”

Returning to the parish she found herself
meeting with her Proclaim group to
reflect on the conference messages and
attending Proclaim-listening meetings
with the PPC. Together with a special
facilitator this local ‘church’ was engaged
in a renewal that reached out to everyone.
Kate lives the principle that the Church
is where the people are. Sacramental
programs are moments to evangelise
not only the students, but their
parents as well. Instead of parent

For Kate evangelising has meant being
open to new understandings and
strategies and working with others on an
evangelising team.
Now she has been invited to join the next
Proclaim 2018 group to start another
renewal cycle.

IN GRATITUDE

YOUR WILL

The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to
remember with great appreciation the
precious contributions of all our donors.
Your prayer and financial support makes
possible our work of reaching out in faith
to spread the Good News
of Christ Australia wide.

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from
the generosity
of many of our donors and supporters,
even after they are
no longer able to contribute on a regular
basis. Those who have died and left a
bequest to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give
a gift which keeps on giving.

As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all
who support our work, please be assured
of our regular prayers for you
and your families. We hope and pray that
your giving is richly rewarded, both in this
life and in the life to come.

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over,
will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

After meeting all ordinary obligations in
your Will, you may consider a bequest
supporting the Catholic evangelisation of
our nation. The Catholic Enquiry Centre
can supply a form of words for such an
intention to your legal advisors.
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Make your home in me...
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Your Support

John 15:4

PROCLAIM
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TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA

John 15:4

PROCLAIM
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Adult – $275, Student/Pensioner – $220.
Group booking discounts also available.
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PROCLAIM 2018 will engage parishes and faith
communities in an ongoing conversation on:
•
•
•
•
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Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre

PO Box 368
Canberra ACT 2601

New online payment option available
Please email info@catholicenquiry.com

