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From the Director
“Jesus said: “I am the
Way, the Truth and
the Life. No one can
come to the Father
except through me...”
(Jn 14:6)
As Christians we
understand that
Jesus is the Way that
leads to the Father, the Truth that teaches
knowledge of God and the Life that enlivens
all who seek and serve him. It is this Life that
is to be enjoyed for all eternity.
How blessed are we who know Jesus who
suffered, died and rose again to make us
sharers in His eternal life. As we celebrate
Easter we give thanks that this gift has been
given to us and to be shared with others.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre has received
a terrific response to advertising for 2012,
receiving 1062 requests for information on
the Catholic faith. This year so far we have
had 209 people contact us for information
about the Catholic faith. These 2012 figures
are our best year by far in recent memory.
In this challenging time for the Church
it is reassuring that among many in the
community the interest in the faith is still
strong.
In order to make our response to these
enquirers more effective, in early 2012 we
engaged a market research firm to assist
with the development of a survey to be sent
out with the copy of Call and Response: An
Introduction to the Catholic Faith. A small set
of questions about the Catholic Enquiry
Centre’s advertisements were added to a
larger general population study in order to
gauge the advertising awareness and interest
in learning more about Catholicism among
general Australians.

There were two issues to be addressed in the
research:
• Was our service effective for those
who enquired?
• What is our potential market?
Responses to the research showed
that “experiences with the Catholic
Enquiry Centre are very positive with an
overwhelming majority of enquirers highly
satisfied with the response they have received
thus far. The resources offered appear to
engage well with enquirers. Almost all have
started reading the book already or are likely
to start reading it in the future.

Proudly supp ort ed by

“Whilst those who have contacted the
Catholic Enquiry Centre report positive
experiences, the pool of enquirers is small
with less than 1% of Australians aged 18 or
over having enquired.
“Amongst those who were exposed to the
advertisements, there was also limited appeal
with most Australians unlikely to enquire as a
result of seeing the ads.”
Throughout this year we will review our
advertising for reach and effectiveness, and
continue to seek new ways to share the faith.
We thank you for your ongoing support of
the Catholic Enquiry Centre. May this Easter
season be for you and your loved ones a time
of grace and renewal of your faith.
Yours sincerely in Christ,

For our supporters
and donors
Your donation helps to provide
a copy of Call and Response: An
Introduction to the Catholic Faith
for someone who has indicated
that they want to know more
about Jesus Christ and his Church.
We thank you for your ongoing
support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who
receive the information on the
Catholic faith.

Marita Winters
Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
PO BOX 415
Crows Nest NSW 1585
1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484)
info@catholicenquiry.com
www.catholicenquiry.com
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As I write this column
we find ourselves in
the timeframe between
the announcement
of the Pope Benedict
XVI’s resignation and
the election of a new
Holy Father. Times
of transition can be
unsettling for many of us. Trusted routines
get disturbed and there can be a general
air of instability. Of late we have noted
that some people who are not sympathetic
to Christ and his Church have taken the
opportunity, afforded by the instability,
to attempt to undermine the practice of
the faith. A particular task of the Catholic
Enquiry Centre during the recent past has

been to inform, reassure and encourage those
who contact us reporting that their faith has
been under some form of attack.

Another area that is re-emerging is providing
an introduction to the Catholic faith to the
people who are not Catholic and work in

John Francis Collins
Catholic Enquiry Centre

A Good Friday
Resource for parishes

For Schools

Your WILL

Are you ever asked by your students to
explain what Catholics believe? Would you
be able to give them a succinct explanation
of the elements of the Creed that is recited
at each Sunday Mass, that is the fundamental
prayer of the Year of Faith? In two short
chapters in Call and Response: An Introduction
to the Catholic Faith the answer is there for
you. This is a very useful resource for young
Catholics wanting to know more about their
faith or for students who are not Catholic
but are interested in learning about the faith
underpinning their school.

A significant number of Australians die
without a Will. Our choices can make a
difference in the world. We can choose to let
our life’s work continue for the good even
after we have finished the journey. After
meeting all ordinary obligations in your Will,
you may consider a bequest supporting the
Catholic evangelisation of our nation. The
Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a form
of words for such an intention to your legal
advisors.

The original version of No Greater Love Stations of the Cross has been used effectively
in parishes for many years. It has been
reproduced in response to requests from
parishes. Three powerpoint and two PDF
versions of No Greater Love - Stations of the
Cross have been created. These may be freely
downloaded from the CEC website for
parish use. Each can be used separately or by
combining a powerpoint and PDF resource.
Visit www.catholicenquiry.com to download
these resources this Good Friday.

On the other hand times of transition can
offer opportunities for new things to emerge.
As we eagerly await the election of our new
Pope a young theological student has helped
us develop our online capability particularly
with regards to Blogs and Facebook. The
internet is a fantastic way of connecting with
people and informing them about Christ
and his Church. We are keenly alert to these
online tools and we taking advantage of these
opportunities to share our faith.

Catholic service, healthcare and development
agencies. A number of these wonderful
people report that there is something special
about the organisation they work for and
this experience leads them to seek out more
information about Catholicism. It is at this
point that we are able to assist them with
resources.
As always thank you very much for your
continuing support in prayer and in
donations.

To order a copy of Call and Response,
visit our website, www.catholicenquiry.com
or call us on 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484).

Damien of Molokai
(1840-1889)
Australia is strangely connected to Damien
of Molokai. There is a sense that an awareness
of Damien of Molokai is just under the
surface in our land. Lawrence Cross from
Australian Catholic University writes “even as
a schoolboy in Sydney in the 1940s and 50s
I already knew of the Saint of Molokai. We
knew of his heroic decision to minister to the
lepers and somehow I knew that he hadn’t
been a made a saint yet, though we all believed
he was one.”

States as one of their saints the 1999 feature
film that was based on his life, Molokai, is an
Australian production directed by Paul Cox
and starring David Whenham.
Joseph de Veuster [Damien] was born in
1840, the seventh of eight children. Two of
his sisters joined the Ursuline Sisters and both
he and his older brother Auguste entered the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary and the Perpetual Devotion of the
Most Blessed Sacrament.

After spending 10 years on the Big Island
spreading the gospel, at the age 33 he was
sent to the Hensen’s disease settlement on
the island of Molokai. Over the next 16 years
Damien turned what was a hopeless, lawless
place into a world-renowned example of
Christian love and compassion. Damien died
of Hensen’s disease [leprosy] when he was 49
years old. His feast day is 10th May, the date he
first arrived on the island of Molokai.

It is also interesting to note that while he was
born in Belgium and is claimed by the United

In 1863 Damien’s brother was supposed to go
to the Kingdom of Hawaii but he fell ill and

For more information visit
www.fatherdamien.com.

Damien volunteered to take his place.
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Orders

Your Support

BOOKS
Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith
Divorce and the Catholic Church FAQ's (No GST)
"Food for Life" Catholic Mission Cook Book
Marriage in the Catholic Church FAQ's ( No GST)
MULTIMEDIA
Christ Bearers - Understanding Baptism (DVD)
Hearing God’s Call:An Audio Introduction to the Catholic
Faith - 4 disk set with 30 sessions of 10 minute duration (CD)
Pope Benedict's Encyclical - God Is Love Deus Caritas Est (CD)
The Mass - Images of Catholic Life (CD)
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16.50
2.00
25.00
2.00

Your generosity is helping to make Jesus Christ better
known and loved by the people of our nation. Our
work, in all its dimension, is directly dependent upon
the financial support we receive. Thank you for your
generosity. May you be blessed.

To Aid The Catholic Enquiry Centre
in its Mission in Australia
I enclose

32.95
44.00

My donation cheque for $

24.20
32.95

Address:

Name:

State/Territory:

PAMPHLETS
About the Catholic Faith

0.25 ea

How to Pray the Rosary
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Marriage

0.45 ea
0.25 ea
0.25 ea

P/code:

Email:

or please debit my
Card type:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:

To place your order, call 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484) or visit
www.catholicenquiry.com to download an order form.

Post this coupon to: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 415, Crows Nest
NSW 1585 Australia

