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From the Director
“They kept coming
up to him and saying
‘Hail, king of the
Jews!’; and they
slapped him in the
face.” (Jn 19:3) This
‘greeting’ was given
in mocking tones
accompanied by
physical violence.
Later, Pilate wrote out a notice and had it
fixed to the cross. It said “Jesus the Nazarene,
King of the Jews.” (Jn 19: 20). How ironic
that while this statement from Pilate upset
those who were seeking to have Jesus put to
death, it was in fact the truth!
This Easter season we pray that we will
recognise Jesus for who he is, and honour
Him in both our words and actions.
Enquiries
After an effective start to the year with
enquiries, our outreach continues to draw in
significant numbers of people who want to
find out about the Catholic faith.
2014 – 165 (to 20 March)
2013 – 987 total
2012 – 1062 total
2011 – 543 total
2010 – 761 total
We are finding that the advertising dollars do
not go as far as they used to. From 2007 the
same amount of money has been available for
advertising: $50,000 annually. But this money
means we are not as effective as we have been
and our reach is starting to fall.
Newspaper advertising is getting more
expensive – so we have made the ads smaller
and placed them less frequently. Google and
Facebook advertising are also getting more
expensive and these organisations constantly
change the formulas underpinning how
responses are triggered.
We are consistently reviewing our advertising
plans to make the most effective use of
the limited money available and monitoring
the results.

Online resources
Through the Catholic Enquiry Centre
website we are able to offer our resource
material for sale online. While many parishes
and individuals still prefer to place an order
by phone (or even by sending an order in
by fax) it is important that our resources are
visible and available in the digital world.
We have also launched a campaign to boost
the effectiveness of the CEC Facebook page,
including sharing blogs as they are posted on
the website. This is an ongoing project.

Proudly supp ort ed by

Contact with Catholic Education
Offices
In February a letter was sent by Bishop Peter
Comensoli, Delegate for NOE-CEC, to
Directors of Catholic Education Offices in
dioceses across Australia, advising them of
printed and electronic resources which might
be useful for their teachers and students. We
are continuing to work on supporting this
huge sector of outreach for the Church.
Links with The Magellan
The Catholic Enquiry Centre and Magellan
Publications have recently begun a new
collaboration, with the Magellan bulletins
carrying a small advertisement “Want to
know what Catholics believe?” on a semiregular basis, space permitting. The Catholic
Enquiry Centre would then respond to these
enquiries. The first of these ads is to appear
on Pentecost Sunday.
Thank you for your ongoing prayerful and
financial support. May God bless you and
your loved ones this Easter.
Yours sincerely in Christ,

Marita Winters
Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

For our supporters
and donors
Your donation helps to provide
a copy of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith
for someone who has indicated
that they want to know more
about Jesus Christ and his Church.
We thank you for your ongoing
support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who
receive the information on the
Catholic faith. Sharing the gift of
faith is the best gift you can give.

CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
PO BOX 415
Crows Nest NSW 1585
1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484)
info@catholicenquiry.com
www.catholicenquiry.com
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consequences of the Royal Commission is
that alongside the enquiries from people
wanting to join our Church there is a steady
stream of email traffic from Catholics who
are seeking some form of reassurance in
matters related to their faith. On occasion
these requests indicate that the questioners
are experiencing emotions consistent with
the process of grieving. There are instances of
shock, disappointment, denial etc.

As we approach Holy Week and Easter we
are reminded that there is no resurrection
without the crucifixion and that at this
present time our task of sharing the joy of
the gospel is mingled with the need to assist
Catholics who are grieving as a result of past
institutional failures.

In Christ Jesus

In Australia, the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse is also occurring, complete with
disturbing reports in the media. One of the

Each and every enquiry is responded
to respectfully. It seems that Holy Spirit
is inviting the Church in Australia to
undergo a significant healing process as past
institutional failings are brought to light.
The work of reforming systems for child
protection is a task for specialists. The work
of assisting in the processes of healing the
effects of grieving is a task for all Catholics.

for parishes

For Schools

Your WILL

A Good Friday Resource for parishes.
The original version of No Greater Love –
Stations of the Cross has been used effectively
in parishes for many years. It has been
reproduced in response to requests from
parishes. Three powerpoint and two PDF
versions of No Greater Love – Stations of the
Cross have been created. These may be freely
downloaded from the CEC website for
parish use. Each can be used separately or by
combining a powerpoint and PDF resource.

Do you ever have students who want to
become Catholic because of what they see
and experience in your school? Would you
know what resource to give students to
deepen their understanding of the faith? Call
and Response: An Introduction to the Catholic
Faith is just what you are after, an easy to
read and understand resource for young
Catholics wanting to know more about their
faith or for students who are not Catholic
but are interested in learning about the faith
underpinning their school.

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from
the generosity of many of our donors and
supporters, even after they are no longer able
to contribute on a regular basis. Those who
have died and left a bequest to the Catholic
Enquiry Centre give a gift which keeps on
giving.

It seems that these days
the Catholic Church
is rarely out of the
news. I am told that
the Holy Father,
Pope Francis is
everywhere on the
internet and of course
he was on the front
covers of Time and Rolling Stone magazines.
The Apostolic Exhortation written by
Pope Francis The Joy of the Gospel reached
number one on the Amazon bestseller list.
It is no surprise then that interest in the
Catholic faith has also increased.

Visit www.catholicenquiry.com to download
these resources this Good Friday.

As always, thank you very much for your
continuing support in prayer and in donations.

John Francis Collins
Catholic Enquiry Centre

After meeting all ordinary obligations in your
Will, you may consider a bequest supporting
the Catholic evangelisation of our nation.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a
form of words for such an intention to your
legal advisors.

To order a copy of Call and Response,
visit our website, www.catholicenquiry.com
or call us on 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484).

Blessed John XXIII
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was born
on November 25, 1881 in a rural village
in Northern Italy. His parents were
sharecroppers and all thirteen children in the
family worked the farm to support the family.
As a seminarian Angelo spent his summers at
home assisting his brothers in the fields.
Angelo made the most of educational
opportunities gaining a doctorate in Church
history and becoming an expert in the Fathers
of the Church and the Reformation. Called
to work in the diplomatic service for the
Church Roncalli complemented his mastery

of Italian and Latin by learning French,
Greek, Bulgarian, Turkish and Russian.
After 12 Ballots on the 28th October 1958
the Cardinals elected the 77 year old
Roncalli as Pope. It seems that he was viewed
as a “caretaker” or “interim” pontiff; someone
to occupy the chair of St Peter until someone
more suitable could be found.
In the three months after his election John
XXIII announced that he would hold a
diocesan synod for Rome, convoke an
ecumenical council for the universal Church,
and revise the Code of Canon Law.

Noted as one who did not take himself too
seriously John XXIII had the proverbial
“Roman nose,” big ears and a waistline
reflecting his love of pasta. It is reported by
his secretary that when he was first given
a glimpse of himself dressed in full papal
regalia in a full length mirror he muttered
under his breath with a smile, “My God, this
Pope is going to be a disaster on television!”
John XXIII was beatified by Pope John
Paul II on 3rd September in 2000 and
is to be canonised a saint with John Paul II
on April 27th 2014
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Orders

Your Support

BOOKS
Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith
"Food for Life" Catholic Mission Cook Book

16.50

To Aid The Catholic Enquiry Centre
in its Mission in Australia
32.95
44.00

I enclose
My donation cheque for $

24.20
32.95

PAMPHLETS
About the Catholic Faith
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Marriage

Online donations are now being piloted. If you would
like use this method to support the Catholic Enquiry
Centre’s mission of evangelisation, please call
1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484) or email
info@catholicenquiry.com.

25.00

MULTIMEDIA
Christ Bearers - Understanding Baptism (DVD)
Hearing God’s Call:An Audio Introduction to the Catholic
Faith - 4 disk set with 30 sessions of 10 minute duration (CD)
Pope Benedict's Encyclical - God Is Love Deus Caritas Est (CD)
The Mass - Images of Catholic Life (CD)

PG 3/3

0.25 ea
0.25 ea
0.25 ea

To place your order, call 1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484) or
visit www.catholicenquiry.com to download an order form or
order online.

Name:
Address:

State/Territory:

P/code:

Email:

or please debit my
Card type:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
Post this coupon to: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 415, Crows Nest
	NSW 1585 Australia

