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From the Director
This is not an
easy time to
be part of the
public face of
the Catholic
Church in this
country. A
religious sister
said to me
recently:
‘I have no idea
why anybody would want to become
Catholic today’. It made me sad, and I
felt sorry that this good woman, who had
given her whole adult life in response
to her relationship to God in Christ,
had become so disillusioned. I can
understand it of course, but it reminded
me of the gospel stories where people go
along the road with Jesus for a while and
then, for whatever reason, it all becomes
too much and they go away sad or angry
or confused.
So many Catholics seem to be confused
about even fairly straightforward aspects
of our faith. I had someone say to a group
I was working with recently: ‘Nobody
believes that the Eucharist is really the
body and blood of Jesus anymore’. She
said it so matter-of-factly that I almost
let it slip past unremarked. She was
somewhat surprised when I quietly
said: ‘That’s not quite true... I do’. I
don’t know how the bread and wine is
Jesus, but I know that Jesus keeps his
promises and he said that this is so.
That God could put aside his divinity and
become human, and then put aside his
humanity and become bread and wine,
is an overwhelming act of wonder and
generosity. For Catholics to simply put
that aside as no longer relevant or true
is sad.
One of my current major tasks is to
establish the mandate for the new
National Centre for Evangelisation, of
which the Catholic Enquiry Centre is a
part. That sounds more highfalutin than
it really is. It simply means expressing
as succinctly as possible what it is we
exist to do. Then every decision we make,
every dollar we spend, is to be informed
by that mandate.

In this I am reminded of the words of Our
Lord: ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers
are few…’ We are a little office: just three
fulltime staff and three part-time. We look
at our society and the times we live in,
and we could easily be overwhelmed by
the greatness of the need and the poverty
of the resources at our disposal. Time
and opportunity are our most precious
resource. We can’t find enough time to
do everything we could do because our
resources are limited.
I hate asking for money. I’m normally of
the persuasion that the Lord will provide
and I needn’t concern myself with such
things. Then I remember Mother (now St)
Teresa of Kolkata. She was well known for
praying long and hard and then putting
the hard word on those she met to share
even what little they had. She saw it as
giving them the chance to serve Christ
in the poor. In this she was preparing
them for the time when they would stand
before Jesus and he would ask ‘did you
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and
reach out to people in need’? At that
moment she believed they would be
pleased to be able to say: ‘Yes, we did…a
bossy little nun asked us to help and we
didn’t say no’.
Well, I’m not a great saint or a bossy little
nun. I am a man who loves God and the
people of God, and I work with a small
team of people who have given their time
and talents to do the same. Anything you
can do to assist us financially and with
prayer would be most appreciated. Thank
you sincerely to those of you who have
assisted us in the past. Your generosity
will not go unrecognised where it matters
most.
May the Peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding fill your heart and mind
and the hearts and minds of those whom
you love, this Christmas.
Blessings

Shane Dwyer
Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

PROU DLY SU PPOR T E D B Y

FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.
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I am happy to share with
our supporters that the
Bishops Commission
for Evangelisation (BCE)
has appointed a new
Director, Mr Shane
Dwyer, who started
in the last week of August. The BCE
also decided to reorganise the National
Office for Evangelisation to become the
new National Centre for Evangelisation.
This centre will incorporate the Catholic
Enquiry Centre which will continue to exist
in its current form but will be managed in
a slightly different way.
On the first week of September,
team members of the CEC assisted in
Proclaim 2016, a conference on the new
evangelisation held in Chatswood NSW

Farewell from Jan
In 2009 I was delighted
to join the CEC team.
During that year we
celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of CEC
with so many of the
wonderful CEC support
family throughout Australia. It has been
a privilege to connect with those seeking
to find out more about what Catholics
believe. I have been touched by the
variety of questions that come in to the
Question Box and the service that CEC
provides to those searching for answers.
As 2016 concludes, it is now time for me
to say goodbye. Thank you to each one of
you for your faithful support of CEC.

ST JOSÉ
SÁNCHEZ
DEL RÍO
St José Sánchez
del Río was
canonized by
Pope Francis on 16
October this year.
The holy martyr
is an outstanding model of faith, hope,
fortitude and perseverance.
Mexican-born Jose grew up amid the
anti-Catholic laws active in Mexico
during the 1920s. Under the persecution,
public practice of the Catholic religion
was forbidden and punishable by exile
or death. The Cristeros, a group of

organised by Broken Bay Diocese.
Our CEC Companions, who committed
to support us, volunteer to distribute
our materials and resources. We are
keeping in touch with them via a regular
online newsletter.
The MindBodySpirit Festival was on again
in October and it was a great opportunity
for CEC to be seen and available to talk
with visitors at the Catholic Spirituality
booth. Dr Melissa Wood had meaningful
conversations with visitors - there was a
good mix of people, some who believe in
God and others who had no faith. It was a
time of many blessings.
You may have seen our advertisement
in the Woman’s Day magazine in October.

I would also like to thank Marita and John
for their leadership as director as well as
other members of the CEC team with whom
it has been an honour to work. I wish you
and the ongoing CEC team every blessing
as the valuable work of CEC continues.

PG 2/3

We have received several requests for
information about the Catholic Faith
and have been able to send them a copy
of Call and Response – thank you for
your generosity.
Finally, during this busy gift-giving month,
may you be able to gift yourself with
silence to experience the joy and love
brought about by God’s gift to us, Jesus.
Have a great Christmas celebration!
In communion,

Roslyn Rajasingam
Acting Projects Manager,
Catholic Enquiry Centre

work in the hearts of viewers in our
online networks.
This Christmas we are working with our
Companions to encourage others via
social media networks to request a free
copy of Call and Response from us.

Social Media
The Catholic Enquiry Centre produced a
short video, “Why is St Teresa of Calcutta
So Special?” to share on our social media
platforms, with a reach of 1500 people.
We have also featured a series of
stories from ‘Catholic Reverts’, those who
have returned to their faith after much
time away. Their testimonies provide
much opportunity for the Holy Spirit to

courageous Catholics led the Cristiada
crusade against the Government. Aged
just 14 years, Jose pleaded with his
parents to be allowed to join. Eventually
they agreed, to which he declared, “For
Jesus Christ, I will do everything.”
In 1928 during a Cristeros-led battle
against their enemy, Jose risked his
life to save his General and the other
Christeros members, as he continued fire
while they escaped. He was captured and
imprisoned, along with another young
boy, in his local church which had been
seized and desecrated by Officials.
During his imprisonment, Jose prayed
the rosary and persistently resisted the
guards with their taunts, blasphemies
and attempts to have him deny his

CEC Staff at Proclaim 2016 Conference

faith, continually exclaiming, “Long live
Christ the King! Long live Our Lady of
Guadalupe!”
Soon his execution was ordered, but, so
as to keep it quiet, not by firing squad.
He was instead tortured with knife cuts
to the soles of his feet before being led
to his grave by walking on his bleeding
feet along a rocky path. He was stabbed
repeatedly before being shot in the head.
All the while, he continued to praise Christ
and the Virgin Mary and exclaim his hope
of heaven which he would soon embrace.
His body was rescued from the shallow
grave by his uncle and a priest, and given
a proper Christian burial. His remains are
now laid in the parish church where he
had been held captive before his death.
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IN GRATITUDE
The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to remember with great
appreciation the precious contributions of all our donors. Your prayer
and financial support makes possible our work of reaching out in
faith to spread the Good News of Christ Australia wide.
As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all who support our work,
please be assured of our regular prayers for you and your families. We
hope and pray that your giving is richly rewarded, both in this life and
in the life to come.
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Your Support
TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA
I enclose
My donation cheque for $

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

Name:
Address:
State/Territory:
Email:

YOUR WILL

or please debit my

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from the generosity of many
of our donors and supporters, even after they are no longer able to
contribute on a regular basis. Those who have died and left a bequest
to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give a gift which keeps on giving.

Card type:

After meeting all ordinary obligations in your Will, you may consider
a bequest supporting the Catholic evangelisation of our nation.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a form of words for such an
intention to your legal advisors.

P/code:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 1758, Chatswood
NSW 2057 Australia

YOUR WILL
The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from the generosity
of many of our donors and supporters, even after they are
no longer able to contribute on a regular basis. Those who have
died and left a bequest to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give a
gift which keeps on giving.
After meeting all ordinary obligations in your Will, you may
consider a bequest supporting the Catholic evangelisation of
our nation. The Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a form of
words for such an intention to your legal advisors.

