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From the Director
Over the years
I have contributed
to the writing of
Lenten programs,
and I have happily
done so. I love the
Sunday readings
for the season and
it often amazes
me that, while I
have done this a number of times, there
is always more to write about. Even so,
having just finished contributing to the
Wollongong Diocese’s Lenten program,
I was surprised that a new idea came to
me as I attended Mass on the first Sunday
of Lent. We were listening again to the
account of the temptation of Eve and I
found myself wondering why Satan is
depicted in the story as a serpent. Then I
thought of the way that sin and weakness
can be experienced as a serpent winding
itself around our hearts, keeping them
bound and in darkness. Our spiritual
ancestors knew what they were talking
about when they developed these
inspired stories. They say something true
about our experience.
I guess sin and weakness have been on
my mind a lot lately. In the aftermath of
the revelations presented to us during
the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse that
is not surprising. There has been a
particularly depraved darkness that has
wrapped itself around the hearts of some
members of the Church, and today we
are living with the consequences of that.
There has been the predatory sexual sin
and the great harm it has caused. There
has been the lack of adequate response to
that and a lack of willingness by some to
bring that darkness into the light and so
expose it for what it is.
Then there has been the attempt to throw
money at the problem in the hope that
that would be sufficient and the wounds
of those so deeply hurt would be healed.
Seeing the extent of the problem has been
an overwhelming experience for many.
Recently I was asked whether, in light of
these revelations, I have lost my faith.
I answered ’no’. That response surprised

my questioner. He wondered how I could
seriously listen to the dreadful things
that have been done by some members
of the Church and still believe. I gave
this explanation: “you asked if I have
lost my faith because I have discovered
that there are members of the Church
who are not only imperfect, but who have
also participated in evil. As terrible and
appalling as these events have been,
discovering that members of the Church
are imperfect is no surprise to me. In my
experience no human being is perfect,
and I’ve discovered over the years that
many human beings are capable of
downright evil. It is how we deal with the
evil we encounter that matters - be that in
the Church or outside it.”
The question inferred that my faith is in
the Church. It is not and neither should
it be. The Church’s faith is not in itself.
The Church exists for one reason only
– to point us towards God. My faith is
in God. Specifically, in the love of God
as expressed in my life by his gentle
invitation to be reborn through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ his
Son. This is the joyful invitation that we
celebrate throughout the Easter season:
that no matter how dark things might get,
that is not the end. In this I am reminded
of this quote from the movie ‘The Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel’ by Deborah
Moggach: “Everything will be alright in
the end so if it is not alright…it is not the
end.” If that isn’t a succinct explanation of
what Easter is about I don’t know what is.
Thanks to those of you who have
supported us financially during these
difficult times. You’ll be interested to
know that people continue to contact us
to enquire about the Catholic faith. Any
assistance you can provide as we respond
to them is gratefully received.
With Easter blessings to you
and your loved ones,

Shane Dwyer
Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

PROU DLY SU PPOR T E D B Y

FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.

CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
PO Box 368
Canberra ACT 2601
1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484)
info@catholicenquiry.com
www.catholicenquiry.com

VOLUME 58 ISSUE 1 • LENT EASTER 2017

AU S V A N G E L I S T

I am glad to share
with you some
developments
regarding the
transition of the
Catholic Enquiry
Centre (CEC)
from a stand-alone agency to being
incorporated with the National Centre
for Evangelisation (NCE).
In January, the NCE staff planned
activities for the first quarter of the year.
Then, we held the first consultation on
the formulation of the new NCE Strategic
Plan participated by people from
different dioceses and church agencies.
The input of the day formed part of our
draft 5-year plan.
In the meantime, Shane Dwyer, our
Director, gave a presentation at the
Dulwich Hill Men’s Breakfast where

Staff Farewell
As the Catholic Enquiry Centre relocates
from Sydney to its new premises in
Canberra, we farewell three members of
staff who have contributed their energies
and talents to the work of the Centre.
Danielle Carson has been with the CEC for
4 years as our Administration Assistant.
Her dedication, efficiency, and friendly
disposition have warmly contributed to
the work of the CEC and all whom she has
engaged with. She will be sorely missed.

Catholic men talk about their relationship
with Jesus. We will definitely be doing
more of these formation programs
in the future as we are now open to
more speaking invitations. In addition,
Shane has also provided weekly Lenten
reflections in a booklet in collaboration
with the diocese of Wollongong.
In early March, twenty-two people
gathered for lunch to farewell staff
members leaving, to mark the end of the
NOE-CEC brand and to launch the new
NCE office in Canberra.
Since November 2016, your donations
helped us to distribute 131 Call and
Response books to those interested in
becoming Catholic. We also responded
to 193 email enquiries regarding baptism
certificates, marriage and annulment,
becoming Catholic, reconnecting with
the faith and a wide range of matters of
work of the CEC in reaching out to others,
offering them an invitation to get to
know Jesus. I am grateful for what I
have learnt along the way and pray with
confidence that the vital mission of the
CEC will continue to flourish.”
John Nguyen has also been with the
CEC since 2015 as a part time Mission
Projects Officer. He has greatly assisted
the CEC with his skills in developing New
Media. His youthful exuberance and
spiritual zeal have greatly enriched the
CEC’s endeavours.
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faith and practice while we responded
to 14 questions regarding the Royal
Commission and clerical abuse.
This has been a busy time for us.
However, we assure you that during this
Lent and Easter season, like you, we are
always conscious of our big WHY:
to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.
In communion with you at Easter!

Roslyn Rajasingam
Projects Coordinator,
Catholic Enquiry Centre

Welcome!
We welcome Sharon
Brewer, our new Mission
Coordinator. She is
married to John, and
they have four children.
Sharon hopes her
experience of working for the Catholic
church at parish and archdiocesan levels
will assist with her new role.

Melissa Wood began as full time Mission
Projects Officer in 2015. “I have been
honoured to be a part of the valuable

SR ANNE
GARDINER
OLSH
On Australia Day
this year, Sr Anne
Gardiner was
named Senior
Australian of
the Year 2017.
The 85-year-old Daughter of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart was honoured for her
contribution to the life and community
of the Aboriginal Tiwi people of Bathurst
Island, north of Darwin.
Arriving on the island in 1953, the young
22 year old Sr Anne was full of joy and
enthusiasm. She carried with her the

advice of Bishop Francis Xavier Gsell who
founded the Tiwi Catholic mission in 1911:
‘Love them’.
And that is exactly what Sr Anne has
spent half a century doing, working to
develop community life, opportunities and
advocating for Tiwi culture. For many years
she taught in and ran the local school.
Many of those she taught are now teachers
in the school or working in the clinic.
She also established community groups
including prayer groups, and founded
an op shop and cafe which assists in
providing for the community financially.
One of her fondest projects has been in the
establishment of the Patakajiyali Museum
which preserves the culture, traditions and
language of the Tiwi people.

Humbled and grateful, Sr Anne accepted
her honorary title ‘on behalf of all
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
who have lived and ministered among
Australia’s indigenous people for more than
a century’. She also seized the opportunity
to express her desire to see indigenous
cultures included and recognised in policy
development in Australia.
Sr Anne grew up in Gundagai, NSW and felt
a calling to her vocation as an OLSH sister
after receiving an inspiring photo of six
OLSH missionary nuns paddling around the
Tiwi islands in a canoe. A copy of the photo
can be found in the Patakajiyali Museum on
the island.
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IN GRATITUDE
The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to remember with great
appreciation the precious contributions of all our donors. Your prayer
and financial support makes possible our work of reaching out in
faith to spread the Good News of Christ Australia wide.
As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all who support our work,
please be assured of our regular prayers for you and your families. We
hope and pray that your giving is richly rewarded, both in this life and
in the life to come.
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Your Support
TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA
I enclose
My donation cheque for $

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

Name:
Address:
State/Territory:
Email:

YOUR WILL

or please debit my

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from the generosity of many
of our donors and supporters, even after they are no longer able to
contribute on a regular basis. Those who have died and left a bequest
to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give a gift which keeps on giving.

Card type:

After meeting all ordinary obligations in your Will, you may consider
a bequest supporting the Catholic evangelisation of our nation.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a form of words for such an
intention to your legal advisors.

P/code:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 368
Canberra ACT 2601

