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From the Director
It seems that
the news is not
good. On the day
on which I write
this, the results of
the 2016 Census
are out. They
show a drop in
the proportion of
Australians who
identify as Catholic from 25.2% in 2011
to 22.6%. That is a loss of about 150,000
Catholics over five years, highlighting
the challenges we face in an increasingly
secular society.
It is an ongoing difficulty for an institution
like the Catholic Church: how can we
objectively measure success? It is
inevitable that we end up attempting to
quantify it: how many people identify
as Catholic? How many Catholics attend
Mass? How many baptisms…marriages
in the Church…children receiving
sacraments and attending Catholic
schools? Information gathered by means
of the Census and the National Church
Life Survey have their place and, at the
very least, should provide an important
wakeup call.
But a wakeup call to what? Sometimes
I wonder if we have ever really read the
Gospels and the New Testament, much
less the Old Testament. I am reminded
of the story from Judges 6&7. There we
learn of Gideon and the call he received
to lead the army of the Lord. It is a curious
story, for in it the Lord deliberately asks
Gideon to reduce the numbers in his
army. God wants to show that it is not by
the sheer weight of human numbers that
God prevails, but by his own power and
wisdom. St Paul will later build on this
theme as he teaches that God manifests
himself through human weakness
(1 Corinthians 1).
So, what are we saying? That we shouldn’t
be concerned that our numbers have
dropped? Of course not. However, our
concern is not to be because we hanker
after ‘those glory days’ where the Catholic
Church was a force to be reckoned with
in this country, and we could make

politicians tremble to ensure that we
get our way in important areas of policy.
Rather, we should be concerned because
the mistakes we have made have come
back to haunt us. I do not only mean the
failure of some of our leaders to properly
respond to those who have been abused.
I mean the potential failure of each one
of us to fully live the Gospel message and
to share it with others. If the statistics
represent anything at all, they are a
wakeup call to the fact that each of us
is to be like Gideon: reliant on God and
putting our whole selves to his service.
Do this, and the numbers will take care
of themselves.

PROU DLY SU PPOR T E D B Y

In this issue, we celebrate the wonder
that is the Assumption of our Blessed
Mother. She is deservedly remembered
and acknowledged for many things. Chief
among them was her willingness to say
‘yes’ to God’s desire to take up residence
in her. She challenges us to do the same.
Thanks to those of you who have
supported us financially during these
difficult times. You’ll be interested to
know that people continue to contact us
to enquire about the Catholic faith. Some
of those calls and emails are harsh and
critical. Some are beautiful and inspiring.
All are humbling. Any assistance you
can provide as we respond to them all is
gratefully received.

Shane Dwyer
Director
Catholic Enquiry Centre

FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.
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Canberra ACT 2601
1300 4 FAITH (1300 432 484)
info@catholicenquiry.com
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I am happy to share
that the office of the
National Centre for
Evangelisation (NCE),
of which the CEC is a
part, has moved from
its temporary offices
in Yarralumla to its permanent office in
Braddon ACT.
Despite the interruptions that come with
an extended period of transition, during
the second quarter we were able to
distribute 67 Call and Response
books and respond to 75 email and 95
phone enquiries.

reflection resource with a focus on what
it means to live and proclaim our faith
today. It is intended for Catholics who are
looking for a deeper understanding of this
aspect of our baptismal vocation.
Members of the team have also been
involved in planning for the next
Proclaim Conference. It will be held at the
Edmund Rice Performing Arts Centre, St
Lawrence’s College, 82 Stephen’s Road,
South Brisbane: 12 – 14 July 2018.
Recently we have also improved and
updated our list of donors using new
software. Also, a new staffing structure
has been implemented to improve the
services of CEC under the NCE.
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format and redesign of this newsletter.
Finally, due to the office move to
Canberra, I will be leaving CEC by the
time this issue is distributed. I have truly
enjoyed working with CEC and NCE and
found it inspiring that people like you are
still supporting this important and noble
work of introducing Jesus Christ to those
who do not truly know him yet.
As we celebrate this Feast of the
Assumption and the centenary of Mary’s
Apparition at Fatima, let us all be united
in our prayers. With Mary in our midst,
may we all experience true joy and peace
in our hearts and in our world.

As part of the redevelopment of the NCE
and the CEC, we are about to review
and possibly update our branding. This
will impact on our logo, websites and
publications. Once we complete this
process, we will possibly have a new

Roslyn Rajasingam
Projects Coordinator
Catholic Enquiry Centre

Mission Desk

practical information which I need to
deliver in a pastorally sensitive manner.
What to do?

Welcome!

When I answer the
CEC Enquiry line I’m
never quite sure what
to expect. Whilst the
majority of enquiries
about how to learn
more about the Catholic faith come via
emails, the phone enquiries can vary
significantly. I’m now learning to expect
the unexpected! Here’s what happened a
few weeks ago.

Space does not permit me to give you
the full story. But I’m grateful for the
technology that allows me to track
down the answers. Unbeknownst to the
husband, the priest had ducked into the
hospital on his way to a funeral, anointed
and prayed with the wife, and left some
rosary beads. In his rush to get to the
funeral he had been unable to find the
husband in the hospital.

After I answer the phone with my regular
greeting, I hear, “Does the Church still
believe in anointing the sick? My wife
is dying and I can’t find a priest”. I’m
thinking to myself, I’m in Canberra, I’ve
no idea where this man is, and he needs

The husband was so moved by the
priest’s action and our ability to help, that
his tearful thanks caused my own tears of
gratitude to be able to do this quiet work
within our Church. To our donors – thanks
for making it possible.

Among other things, we are currently
working on two new resources. The first is
an introduction to a life of prayer resource
to assist those who receive Call and
Response. The second is a journal and

FR JACQUES
HAMEL
Sometimes in
life we only come
to know people
through tragic
circumstances.
Fr Jacques Hamel,
a French Priest, is
one of those people. At 85, Fr Hamel had
lovingly served the church in France for
58 years. On 26 July 2016, whilst saying
Mass in St Étienne-du-Rouvray, Fr Hamel
was killed by two men. Islamic State later
claimed responsibility for the knife attack.

Had it not been for the way in which he
died, the rest of the world may not have
heard Fr Hamel’s story. However, his story
is probably not so different from many
parish priests across the world, who
serve their local community, Catholics
and non-Catholics alike.
When asked to describe Fr Hamel,
Fr Moanda-Phuati said: “He was very
balanced when it came to the evolution
of the church, not too traditional, but not
too permissive either. He welcomed all
the changes made by the Pope. His openmindedness made him someone who
wasn’t afraid of change.” He noted also,
that he was a very easygoing man who
led a simple life. He loved his family and
would spend his vacations with them.

The NCE welcomes
Carolina Ross to the
team. Carolina is
commencing a new
role as Stakeholder
Engagement Officer, and
comes to the NCE after
over eight years of experience with the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
most recently at the General Secretariat.
Carolina looks forward to meeting with
many of our stakeholders and assisting
the NCE team with our mandate.

Seen as a modern day martyr, the Pope
has described him as ‘blessed’ and that
the journey towards his canonisation
would proceed quickly. But one wonders
what Fr Hamel would make of his possible
sainthood. At the moment of his death he
was simply doing what he loved doing;
proclaiming Christ in the sacrament of the
Eucharist and serving his parishioners.
In the blink of an eye, the ordinary
became extraordinary.

SOURCES
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/6115/0/francis-declares-frhamel-a-martyr-while-denouncing-religious-violence-as-satanic
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/27/world/europe/jacqueshamel-85-a-beloved-french-priest-killed-in-his-church.html
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IN GRATITUDE
The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to remember with great
appreciation the precious contributions of all our donors. Your prayer
and financial support makes possible our work of reaching out in
faith to spread the Good News of Christ Australia wide.
As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all who support our work,
please be assured of our regular prayers for you and your families. We
hope and pray that your giving is richly rewarded, both in this life and
in the life to come.
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Your Support
TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA
I enclose
My donation cheque for $

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

Name:
Address:
State/Territory:
Email:

YOUR WILL

or please debit my

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from the generosity of many
of our donors and supporters, even after they are no longer able to
contribute on a regular basis. Those who have died and left a bequest
to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give a gift which keeps on giving.

Card type:

After meeting all ordinary obligations in your Will, you may consider
a bequest supporting the Catholic evangelisation of our nation.
The Catholic Enquiry Centre can supply a form of words for such an
intention to your legal advisors.

P/code:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
PO Box 368
Canberra ACT 2601

