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From the Director
“Come, Lord
Jesus.” The
Christian Bible
ends with this
call for Jesus to
return to be with
us, and is the
acknowledgment
that what is yet to
come is not fully
here (Revelation 22:17). It points to a
funny quirk in the Christian worldview.
It means that no matter how hard we
try, nothing in our lives or our world is
complete. We are perpetually waiting
for something over which we have no
control. It is as if we are engaged in
putting together a jigsaw puzzle, while
perpetually awaiting the final piece.
We wait for the God who is in fact
already present.
The Christmas season necessarily
makes us think of the ways that Jesus is
present in our lives. If you like a spiritual
challenge, this is the season of the year
for you. On the one hand we have been
preparing for one of the central realities
of our faith – the celebration of our God
who loves us so much that he enters our
world as one of us. And yet, the society
in which we live makes it very difficult to
focus on the significance of this event. The
onslaught of pre-Christmas consumerism
can be overwhelming. Finding the time to
focus on what it is all about can be all but
impossible. However, it is important that
we try. This time of the year can be like the
experience of panning for gold - intently
looking for what is valuable in the midst of
all the rubbish. If we don’t pay attention,
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus we could
be in danger of missing what we are being
offered by God.
We are at the beginnings of a new
liturgical year. The spiritual nourishment
God seeks to give us now will, if we can
but respond to it, come to birth in us
throughout the year that follows. Jesus
Christ wishes to be reborn in our lives and
to walk with us through all the ups and
downs of 2018. Learning what it means to
conceive, carry, give birth to and reveal
Jesus Christ to the world is a challenge
to us all year round. Christmas is an
appropriate time to revisit this challenge
and to deepen our understanding of
what it means for us both collectively
and individually.

Bringing Jesus into the world is not easy.
The pressures we face tend to cause us
to focus on ourselves and, most often,
we leave God to fend for himself. And
yet, there is a very real sense in which
God is dependent on us. In order to be
born into our lives, that he may transform
every part of them, God needs us to place
our trust in him and to give our lives over
to him. This is the most important thing
that we can possibly do. In fact, it is the
reason we exist – to live heart and soul in
response to the One who gives us being.
Preparing us for this is the work
that God has been doing in us since
our conception. The Holy Spirit has
been given to us to bring about this
transformation. The degree to which the
Holy Spirit has been successful in his task
of bringing Christ to birth in us depends
entirely on the degree to which we have
allowed him to perform it – the degree to
which each of us has said ‘yes’.
Thank you once again for the wonderful
way you have said ‘yes’ to supporting the
Catholic Enquiry Centre in its mission to
proclaim the presence and love of Jesus
Christ to the world. Without your prayerful
and financial support our ability to
respond to the ever-growing needs of our
society would be even more limited. God
bless you now and into the future.

Shane Dwyer
Director
National Centre for Evangelisation (NCE) |
Catholic Enquiry Centre

Welcome!
The NCE welcomes
Michael King to the team.
Michael is commencing
a new role as Mission
Projects Officer, and
comes to the NCE after
many years in the
classroom in Catholic schools in Sydney
as a Religious Education Coordinator.
He is looking forward to contributing
to major projects including the 2018
PROCLAIM Conference.

PROU DLY SU PPORT E D B Y

FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.
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Mission Projects

One of these resources is a new prayer
book that we have produced. Discovering
Prayer: A 30 day prayer journey of
encountering God, and love, is designed
for those who are either new to prayer,
or wanting to get into a regular prayer
pattern. The book will sell for $3, but
through your generosity we will be able
to provide it free to those who contact
the CEC searching for something that
provides spiritual nourishment.

Finally, one of our tasks for the end of
the year is to review this newsletter.
We are keen to hear your thoughts on
how Ausvangelist can be improved, and
how we can increase awareness of the
Catholic Enquiry Centre. We hope you
can find a few moments to complete
the survey and post it back to us. If you
have access to a computer, it can be
scanned and emailed to us at: info@
catholicenquiry.com.

Our online and phone enquiries remain
steady, with 187 received since the
beginning of August. An advertising
campaign launched through social
media has seen a significant increase in
the number of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith
books despatched to people interested in
the faith.

Blessings to you and your loved ones as
we journey through Advent to Christmas,

In recent weeks the
Catholic Enquiry
Centre (CEC) has been
fortunate to receive
two bequests. And
whilst there is the
excitement of what
this financial support means, it is even
more heartening to our team that people
genuinely want to support the work
of evangelisation in Australia. We are
indeed very grateful.
In December we will have an exhibition
booth at the Australian Catholic Youth
Festival. As I write this article, there
are already over 14,000 young people
registered. We will be there to answer
their questions about the faith and
provide resources.

SR CLARE
CONDON
Sr Clare grew up
in Wollongong
when it was a
steel town on
the NSW south
coast. The Good
Samaritan Sisters
ran two schools in the city and Clare went
to both. There was something about the
Good Sams that Clare couldn’t get out of
her system, so much so, that after a stint
in the working world, she felt called to
join them. Clare says, “I still haven’t got
them out of my system.”

From the start she was captivated by
the Benedictine way of life: seeking God
through prayer, scripture, hospitality,
and stewardship. She is not surprised
that this Good Samaritan Benedictine
spirituality is attracting an increasing
number of lay people.
The parable of the Good Samaritan
continues to resonate with her. She can
see herself in all of the people in this
story, and still finds God in the stranger
in need. With Pope Francis she wants
to be part of a Church of the poor, be
it financial, educational, emotional, or
spiritual poverty.
Whether as co-chair of the Catholic
Church’s National Committee for
Professional Standards, or as former
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Sharon Brewer
Mission Coordinator

congregational leader of the Good
Sams, Sr Clare’s distinctive style of
servant leadership has led her to be
highly respected amongst friends and
colleagues.
In 2013, Sr Clare was awarded a Human
Rights Medal by the Australian Human
Rights Commission in recognition of the
Good Samaritan Sisters’ work with asylum
seekers, Indigenous Australians and the
victims of domestic violence. It has been
through her inspiring leadership that the
Good Sams have reclaimed their original
focus of reaching out to women in need of
welfare, education, and a home.
SOURCES
CEC INTERVIEW WITH SR CLARE
HTTP://WWW.OPW.CATHOLIC.ORG.AU/INSPIRATIONAL-WOMEN/
SISTER-CLARE-CONDON.HTML#.WGET47Z7HSK

IN GRATITUDE

YOUR WILL

The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to
remember with great appreciation the
precious contributions of all our donors.
Your prayer and financial support makes
possible our work of reaching out in faith
to spread the Good News
of Christ Australia wide.

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from
the generosity
of many of our donors and supporters,
even after they are
no longer able to contribute on a regular
basis. Those who have died and left a
bequest to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give
a gift which keeps on giving.

As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all
who support our work, please be assured
of our regular prayers for you
and your families. We hope and pray that
your giving is richly rewarded, both in this
life and in the life to come.

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over,
will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38

After meeting all ordinary obligations in
your Will, you may consider a bequest
supporting the Catholic evangelisation of
our nation. The Catholic Enquiry Centre
can supply a form of words for such an
intention to your legal advisors.
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AUSVANGELIST REVIEW
We would like your thoughts on how we could improve this
newsletter. Just a quick note before you put pen to paper!
We occasionally receive correspondence from recipients
saying they only wish to receive one issue per year as
they are unable to financially contribute on a regular
basis. Whilst we love receiving donations, we also use the
newsletter to let you know about our work in sharing the
Good News of Christ Jesus, even if you are not always in a
position to contribute to our work financially.
1.

I am happy with the newsletter, and would like to
continue to receive it.
Yes

2.

No

I would like to receive Ausvangelist as an email
instead of a printed copy. Please email it to:
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Your Support
TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA
Name:
Address:
State/Territory:

P/code:

Email:
I enclose

3.

How could we improve Ausvangelist?

If insufficient space, please attach a separate sheet of paper

My donation cheque for $
or please debit my
Card type:

Mastercard

Visa

Amount: $
Card number:
4.

Would you like to receive extra copies of
Ausvangelist to share with friends or parishioners?
Yes
No

How many

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:

Name:
Date:

Address:
State/Territory:

P/code:

Phone:
Area Code

PLEASE POST TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
GPO Box 368
CANBERRA ACT 2601
OR EMAIL TO:

info@catholicenquirycentre.com

POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre

PO Box 368
Canberra ACT 2601

