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From the Director
Did you know that
you are an agent
of evangelisation?
This might come as
a surprise to you,
but if you don’t
believe me you
might believe the
Pope:
All the baptised, whatever their position
in the Church or their level of instruction
in the faith, are agents of evangelization,
and it would be insufficient to envisage a
plan of evangelization to be carried out by
professionals while the rest of the faithful
would simply be passive recipients.
Evangelii Gaudium #120
It is hard to live and proclaim our faith
today without mutual support and
assistance. It is for this reason that
you are being invited to join our newly
formed Agents of Evangelisation Network
(AEN). The AEN has been set up to
provide mutual support and the sharing
of resources among the wide variety of
Catholics throughout this country who
are seeking to share their faith with
others. Some AEN members work for
dioceses, parishes or Catholic schools
etc. Others are parents or grandparents
who are interested in passing on their
faith to their children or grandchildren.
Whatever a person’s situation, he or
she can benefit from becoming part of a
growing network of support where stories
can be shared, ideas floated, questions
answered, existing resources suggested
and new resources developed. Details
on how to join this network can be found
later in this publication. Please seriously
consider doing so.
Each year at this time our faith calls
us to ‘pay attention’ in the hope and
expectation of the coming of Jesus. This
is not just about a future event, although
it will ultimately culminate with that.
Rather, it is about acquiring an attitude
of heart here and now, so that we might
learn to see Jesus always in the variety of
ways in which he can be found.
It begins by acknowledging that Jesus
is first and foremost to be found in the
vulnerable. He sets this pattern for us as
he enters the world as a newborn child,
born to displaced parents. He endorses it
in his teaching and in his ministry, where

he makes it very clear that ‘whatever
you do to the least of these, you do to
me’ (Matthew 25:40 – 45). He crowns
this teaching when he is revealed as the
rejected and despised suffering servant
so poignantly foretold by Isaiah (Is. 53).
It is easy to resist this central teaching of
our faith: that we will stand or fall on the
degree to which we have paid attention
to the needs of the most vulnerable in our
society and in our world. Some protest
that this is not true, in the belief that faith
will be enough to save them. They ignore
the fact that if our faith doesn’t inform
every aspect of our lives, and inspire the
way we reach out to others, it is not really
faith...
Some Catholics take a different approach:
rather than claiming faith will save us, we
can be complaisant in our faith, believing
that the sheer fact of being Catholic will
see us through. In a sense we are right to
think so, but only if we allow God to lead
us, through the trust and hope we have,
to become people who live in imitation
of his Son. Central to this includes having
a practical care and concern for those
who are most in need: the unborn, the
child, the battered, the neglected, the
homeless, the addicted, the refugee, the
prisoner, the sick and the dying.
This is the 60th Anniversary of the
Catholic Enquiry Centre and the 59th year
of Ausvangelist. Among other things it
provides an opportune moment to revise
this publication. It is being redeveloped
in light of our focus on networking and
resourcing those many good Catholic
men and women who are engaged in
sharing our Catholic faith today. If you
are prepared to join the AEN you can find
details on how to do so further on. If you
have any questions feel free to email me
at director@nce.catholic.org.au
Wishing you and your loved ones every
blessing for the Christmas Season.
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FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS
Your donation helps to provide a copy
of Call and Response:
An Introduction to the Catholic Faith for
someone who has indicated that they
want to know more about Jesus Christ
and his Church. We thank you for your
ongoing support, in both spiritual and
practical ways, for those who receive
the information on the Catholic faith.
Sharing the gift of faith is the best gift
you can give.
Cover photo is from the Church where
Bill Hayden was baptised: St Mary’s,
Ipswich, Queensland.
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Mission Projects
EXCITING CHANGES AHEAD!
As already
mentioned by
Shane, 2019 will
see two exciting
changes involving
those who already
subscribe to
Ausvangelist.
Firstly, it is our hope to increase the
number of issues and the size of
Ausvangelist. Secondly, we aim to
increase our distribution to all those who
join our Agents of Evangelisation Network
(AEN) – we hope that all our Ausvangelist
readers will come on board as well!
We are doing the number-crunching
at the moment to see if our budget is
solid enough to handle the increase
in costs. Be assured we are using
donations wisely. It remains a priority
that a significant amount of our budget is
used to fund free resources and prompt

responses to emails and phone calls
from those who make enquiries about
the Catholic faith. Our reasons for further
developing Ausvangelist and growing the
AEN are:
•

To provide access to contemporary
resources for Catholics who want to
grow stronger in their faith so that they
can pass it on to others.

•

To share stories about inspiring
people who share their faith, often by
being the ‘face of Christ’ in the wider
community.

•

To support each other. Sharing our faith
can be tough, especially amongst our
family and friends. We want to assist
you in this endeavour.

•

To increase our donor base and have
more people praying for the ministry
of evangelisation. For those of you
who are already donating, we won’t be

bombarding you with more requests!
However, increasing our list of donors
and prayer partners will help us in our
work.
We hope that you will join us in our
mission. Here’s how: To join the Agents
of Evangelisation Network go the large
button at the bottom of our Homepage:
https://nce.catholic.org.au
For more hard copies of Ausvangelist
to share with friends, or to receive
Ausvangelist via email (saves on printing
and postage), email us at:
info@catholicenquiry.com
Questions? Ring 1300 432 484.
Peace and joy.

Sharon Brewer
Mission Coordinator

Inspiration
THE SISTER BEHIND THE BAPTISM
When Bill
Hayden – former
Labor leader,
federal minister,
Governor-General
– was baptised
last September it
drew wide media
attention. In his
letter of invitation to the baptism he
wrote of the “goodness and sacrifice” of
“genuine Christians” that had “endeared
them” to him, and that a severe stroke
had given him “a lot of time to think
about matters” and search for the source
of his “convictions in public life to try
to serve the needy and the vulnerable.”
After speaking of his mother and the
Ursuline Sisters he singled out a Sister of
Mercy, Sr Angela Mary Doyle, as “another
personification of Christian values
impacting on me greatly over the years.”
Sr Angela Mary arrived in Brisbane in 1947
from Ireland as a young Sister intent on
teaching school and quickly found herself
where she didn’t want to be: caring for
patients in a hospital. After training
as a nurse she was later appointed
Administrator of Mater Hospitals. It was
during this time that she supported
Mr Hayden in promoting health

insurance for all Australians, who said
that “without her there would have been
no Medibank and Medicare today.” In
this campaign, as with the treatment of
HIV sufferers, he was impressed by her
courage in the face of strong opposition
from the medical profession and
politicians. “While Bill Hayden insisted
he was an atheist, I never protested.
We each did what had to be done”, said
Sr Angela Mary. She would later write,
“He was a true servant of his people.”
Mr Hayden noted that he had “always
felt embraced and loved by her Christian
example.” Recently, after visiting her as a
patient in hospital, he wrote that he had
woken the next morning “with the strong
sense that I had been in the presence of
someone truly holy.” That meeting was
the turning point towards baptism.
Recently it was Sr Angela Mary’s turn
to stop and “take an overview” of her
life and reflect on what drove her and
others to act, take risks, and accept
responsibilities: she had been asked
to speak to the leadership of the
Australian Catholic University about
empathy. What she chose to say provides
a window into the person Mr Hayden
encountered as holy.

She spoke in terms of discipleship by
saying our work remained only tasks
unless there was “an underlying purpose
or intention behind them,” and that it
was all about “following in the footsteps
of the Good Shepherd” by understanding
“the experiences of the people and
where they are at in their life today.” She
called this ministry, her definition being:
“reaching out to everyone – colleagues,
family, friends – as opportunities to
live in our own lives the kindness and
compassion of Jesus.” She meant this for
every encounter we have with people.
For the foundations of empathy she
identified “courage, conviction and
integrity” that “pushes people outside
their comfort zone and into somewhere
greater.” This has proven to be the case
for both Sr Angela Mary and Mr Hayden.
Of his baptism Sr Angela wrote:
“When I asked him what moved him to
ask for Baptism, his answer was honest:
‘All my life, I tried to be there for the poor.
Then, I realised that that was what Jesus
did when He was among us, so I decided
to throw my lot in with His.’ Bill did
receive a direct grace from God to throw
in His lot with Him. I believe that.”
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IN GRATITUDE
The Catholic Enquiry Centre continues to
remember with great appreciation the precious
contributions of all our donors. Your prayer and
financial support makes possible our work of
reaching out in faith to spread the Good News
of Christ Australia wide.
As a measure of our sincere gratitude to all who
support our work, please be assured of our
regular prayers for you and your families. We
hope and pray that your giving is richly rewarded,
both in this life and in the life to come.

“Give, and it will be given
to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap; for the measure you
give will be the measure you get back.”
Luke 6:38
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Your Support
While our hope is that your main contribution to the
work of the Centre will be a prayer, some may still like
to offer a small donation.

TO AID THE CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
IN ITS MISSION IN AUSTRALIA
Name:
Address:
State/Territory:

P/code:

Email:
I enclose
My donation cheque for $
or please debit my

YOUR WILL

Card type:

The Catholic Enquiry Centre benefits from the
generosity of many of our donors and supporters,
even after they are no longer able to contribute on
a regular basis. Those who have died and left a
bequest to the Catholic Enquiry Centre give a gift
which keeps on giving.

Amount: $

After meeting all ordinary obligations in your
Will, you may consider a bequest supporting the
Catholic evangelisation of our nation. The Catholic
Enquiry Centre can supply a form of words for
such an intention to your legal advisors.

Mastercard

Visa

Card number:

Expiry date:
Name:
Signature:
Date:
POST THIS COUPON TO: Catholic Enquiry Centre
GPO Box 368

Canberra ACT 2601

New online payment option available
Please email info@catholicenquiry.com
Christmas 2018

